A ROUGH GUIDE TO COACHES


for the uninitiated





An F.O. is a First Open and will consist of an open plan interior with usually 42 seats arranged in a 4 and 2 pattern, that is, 4 seats with a table between each pair on one side of a central gangway and 2 seats with a table between each on the other side of the gangway, there will of course be 7 groups of seats. Most First Opens have 7 large windows each side plus 3 doors each side. Generally there are two toilets (1 at each end).





A T.S.O. is a Tourist Second Open and has an open plan saloon with usually 64 seats arranged in a 4 and 4 pattern either side of a centre gangway, these will be 8 groups of seats and some coaches come with tables in each group but this depends on the type of build. 2 Toilets are fitted but this time BOTH are at one end of the coach, again there are usually 3 doors each side.





A B.S.O. is a Tourist Second Open but half of the coach is taken up by a guards van and luggage area. there is of course only one toilet in this type


A B.S.O.(T) is the same except the coach will have been altered to take a buffet trolley and will not have a toilet.





An S.K. is a Second Class Corridor Coach, this will have either 48 or 64 seats in 8 compartments off a side corridor ( always 8 compartments, but different seats depending on build) 2 Toilets usually at one end. 8 large windows each side + 3 doors each side.





A B.S.K. is a Brake Second Class Corridor, same as above but half the coach is a brake van and luggage area,


1 Toilet and either 24 or 32 seats for reasons as explained above.





A C.K. is a Corridor Composite this means some compartments are First class and some are Second class. Again depending on build, 24 first class/18 second class or 24 first class/24 second class seats Toilets 1 at each end of coach.





A B.C.K. is a Brake Corridor Composite, as above but with a guards van and small luggage area takes up part of length. Leaving either 12 first/18 second or 12 first and 24 second seating in 5 compartments, but Two toilets, one for each class at either end of the shortened corridor.





An F.K. is a First Class Corridor Coach, 7 compartments of 6 seats in each, 1 toilet at each end, 3 doors on the corridor side but only 2 doors on the compartment side.





A B.F.K. is a Brake First Corridor, 24 first class seats, 4 compartments, guards van and luggage area. Only 1 toilet.





An S.O. A Second Class Open, same layout as a T.S.O. but with seating arranged as First Open,( 2 & 1).42 Seats in total.Both toilets at one end.
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An R.B.r. Is a Restaurant Kitchen Car refurbished. This vehicle contains all the cooking equipment plus some seating but this varies from coach to coach depending on previous owners.





An R.M.B. is a Restaurant Mini Buffet same as a T.S.O. but some seats removed at the centre and replaced with a snack-bar.





A B.G. is a Gangwayed Brake, (it is sometimes called an N.A.V.) and consists entirely of a luggage area with a guards compartment located in the centre, it has 8 pairs of double doors, 4 pairs each side + 2 guards van doors (which open inwards) end corridor doors are also fitted so that the guard can visit other parts of the train.





A G.U.V. is a General Utility Vehicle(or van) similar in size to a B.G. but with


an exterior handbrake wheel, it has 3 pairs of doors each side and the sides are flat, the interior is tongue & groove boarded with a composition floor.


There are end doors which open outwards, many of these vans were converted for carrying cars for use with the now obsolete Motorail Service and laterly these vans have seen use in mail trains, having had the end doors sealed shut and the side doors replaced with lockable roller shutters.


 


ALL the above coaches are approx 66 feet in length (external overall) except the B.G. & G.U.V. which are only 58 feet in length. Their weight varies from 33 to 38 tons depending on type. 





Other types of coaches exist, but all are variations on the foregoing, having been modified for, in some cases, experimental purposes or change of use,


i.e. Postal vehicles, barrier vehicles and training vehicles etc.





All the above information was compiled with the B.R. Mk1 Series in mind!





Mk2 Series Coaches ALL have a similar layout to the various Mk1 types but the Body design and construction is somewhat different as is the type of seating, heating, ventilation, lighting and window type. Generally speaking most railway preservation coaches are of the Mk1 Type, Mk2's seem to graduate to those railways in the charter sector.There are no Mk2 catering coaches other than TSO(T) & BSO(T) which are later conversions the(T) representing a seating bay being removed and replaced by a (buffet) trolley.





Persons seeking information about Mk2 Coaches should contact C.A.R.Services(UK)Ltd. as a preliminary move stating the type of coach they are interested in and we will endeavour to describe the layout by return.
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SLEEPING CARS. Without stating the obvious sleeping cars are just that!


However there are variations, there were at least four types of Mk1 Sleeping Car & there are two types of Mk3 Sleeping Car. No Mk2 sleeping cars were ever built although some Mk2's have been converted to sleepers on preserved railways and hotel sites for static accomodation, these have usually been converted from Mk1 C.K. & F.K. types.





Designated by the following letters, SLE,SLEP,SLC & SLSTP.


The coaches are described as thus:-


SLE. Sleeper Either Class. (i.e. can be used either as First or Second Class Sleeper.)


SLEP      "           "          "      Pantry (i.e. as above but with a small pantry for tea/coffee making by an attendant).


SLC Sleeper Composite. (i.e. a combination of Single & Double sleeper berths.


SLSTP Second Class Sleeping Car with Pantry (i.e. all berths 2nd class with pantry as above.)


Mk1 Sleeping Cars usually have a small opening droplight, (window) & pressure ventilation, (forced air).


Mk3 Sleeping Cars have no opening windows and are air-conditioned.


Very few Mk1 Sleeping cars exist, those that do, have had the asbestos insulation removed and replaced with fibre glass. Some of these types have been very tastefully converted to luxury accomodation for the specialist tourist market and their price will usually reflect this.


Mk3 Sleeping Cars are modern in design & many of these are still in use on the main-line between London/Scotland & London/Cornwall.
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